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To: Honorable Mayor Michael A. Padilla  

      Topeka City Council Members  

From: Irma Faudoa, Housing Navigator   

Date: August 18, 2023  

Re:    Proposed Home Rule Resolution 

 
 

On August 17th, the Shawnee Board of Commissioners presented a Home Rule Resolution to 

Prohibit Unlawful Camping. This resolution is designed to equip staff and law enforcement with 

additional tools to address unlawful camping. Below are the key takeaways from the 

presentation.  

Existing Regulation: At this time, the County has an existing regulation in place that stipulates 

the closure of all parks from 11pm to 6am. Due to this, if an individual were to call, law 

enforcement or park police are able to respond.  

Proposed Prohibitions: If this resolution is to be adopted the following things are prohibited:  

a. Camping on County property except in designated areas (i.e. campgrounds)  

b. Placing obstructions on County property or rights of way except in designated spaces 

c. Starting a fire on County property except in designated spaces; and  

d. Running electricity to or affixing signs, banners, etc., on County property except in 

designated spaces  

Notice Provision: The proposed resolution includes a notice provision:  

a. A 7 day notice is required before property can be impounded  

b. Impounded property will be stored, for 90 days, and later discarded if not claimed  

c. The notice will provide information on how to contact the County to claim impounded 

property  

During the presentation of this resolution, it was stressed that this a resolution that authorizes 

a civil process and civil remedies. It not only provides staff and law enforcement with additional 

tools to address the issue at hand, but it also provides individuals with due process before 

removal of property. It is important to note that this resolution is not a criminal process.  

This resolution seeks to strike a balance between addressing unlawful camping and ensuring 

individual rights and due process. It is a civil remedy for a specific issue without impacting 

routine daily activities on public property. Action on the resolution is possible next week, but no 

definitive indication was given. 
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