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April 7, 2017

To The Governing Body:

I am writing to show my support for Delbert Wilburn’s proposal for
the renaming of 10" Street Bridge located at Banner to the Nick
Chiles Bridge. I am the Local History Librarian at the Topeka &
Shawnee County Public Library. In this capacity, I have assisted
Delmar in his research efforts as well as conducted my own
research of Nick Chiles.

Nick Chiles is a name that should be just as well known in Topeka
as Cyrus K. Holliday or Author Capper. Chiles’ accomplishments are
as far reaching as theirs. Chiles’ impact as an entrepreneur and a
tireless advocate for African American’s social and civil rights in
Topeka and across the nation every citizen cannot be measured. He
did this all by starting the longest running African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi in 1899 here in Topeka.

Chiles made the trek to Kansas in 1886 from South Carolina.
Known as a natural leader, he operated several businesses in
Topeka which included; the first hotel for African Americans in the
city, a restaurant, a 160 acre farm and skating rink. He found his
real passion in 1899 when he started the small newspaper “Topeka
Plaindealer”. As the editor and publisher Chiles circulated the most
popular newspaper for African Americans in the Midwest and
beyond for thirty years. In an editorial published after his death it
states that Chiles was “a consistent, militant attitude and fearless
advocacy of full citizenship rights for every man stood him out as a
champion of the race.” Truly, he was an embodiment of values that
all Topekans would be proud of.

As a public historian I am always seeking ways to take history out
of the classroom and into people’s everyday lives. This renaming of
the 10™ Street Bridge is a project that certainly exemplifies a way
to do that. It is these visible reminders, such as a sign on a bridge,
that bring history to the forefront every day. A history to be proud
of. I hope the city will continue to seek out and support projects
such as this one.

Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing this project.
I am looking forward to the day when the Nick Chiles sign is placed
on the 10" Street Bridge. If you have any questions or concerns, I
will be happy to answer them or find the answer.

Sincerely,

/?Ai,uifl;x, Z‘i [t/;"( gdr"*)

Donna Rae Pearson
Local History Librarian



Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely, y
L,/ )
Address:
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Additional comments by signee:
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Topeka City Council |
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603
Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,
Address: /02(/ L. 5W’

Additional comments by signee:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255
Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.
Sincerely,
g

L ) Ml

Address: g[a SF. C/C{”\/@‘

Additional comments by signee:

Name: L ouss A Kee,'\;‘m&



Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20% century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

. <N
Address: [ (S % s 272

Additional comments by signee:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,
y ,
£

Address: =
LTI s e

Additional comments by signee:

Name:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10%™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

GL@WJ{, Qb

Address: .
Fopetply Womsts bééesrse
Additional comments by signee:

Name:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

T support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10%, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20® century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

- L 605
Address: 2527 S.E Monadt o jesles, Koo

| Additional comments by signee:
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Date: L/,,, |4 e

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7" Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10%, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,
08 4.,

Address:
ﬂzf:ﬁ?c SE&E Mlentas_
’&'a—ﬁ{ﬁe«},/ﬂ‘ é@éﬁﬁ“

Additional comments by signee:

Name: @/ w\"‘f\\




Date: %J Qé - & /7

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address: (- , CfM@/Ca /gg éééﬁg’«-//
o | SE 24— D, / 7

Additional comments by signee:
Fp b Ly Qom0 il 0

M/z/&/(/// /’{Z/M/u{_, /c)%miﬂ Coreo o o 40 ardd, %
\J/m M&Wﬁﬁw&gm ‘{g;;, A oota - %

Name: % 12 /%/% 7 @M
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address:

214l se Wl ) 5o

Additional comments by signee:

Name:‘ VQCM é/ @u/&/
! C [/
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7 Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,
%;%w (A esr_
&)

Address:

700 S & AFad SA

Additional comments by signee:

Name:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street

#255
Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20® century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

700 S 935R 55

Address:

Additional comments by signee:

Name: /39 gy . %M 7 44/‘%%»”’”6




Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address:

Mo Cowd A

Additional comments by signee:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

1 ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

7
: i "w.";«s./’ v / 4
/

Address:

Additional comments by signee: N /;/

Name:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Siigcerely,

Address:

%{Ifeg b @ém@f?/ﬁ/

Additional comments by signee:

Name:




Date: ﬁ;l/‘l_j’ .
VA=

2 L) ‘#7

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address:

2515 S.E enre Ciby 40603

Additional comments by signee:

Name:@  (}—
N/
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20% century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

D507 e blelts

Address:

Additional comments by signee:

Name: /Oa.u e W



Date: /JZ? )\6/7

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10%, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

A B

Address: 772 8 S & Lhck Z%”/z% .
Tepela \Ws @07

Additional comments by signee:

Name: L i/;z aZc g e/ /‘~>




Date: <7/ —) // }t‘\/ £

¢
o

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20% century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

A’(i;iress:

914 SE Goldern fee

Additional comments by signee:
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Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10%™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address: /cilo S5 &ﬁ AVE

Additional comments by signee:
Nie K Chiles 73 Ay
CIArAT ANl
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Date: -6 /D

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creck on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
carly 20® century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

A/idjreﬁsff E. LA RE 1 CE 5’7?
Foppeld, fRaGrFs Lol

Additional comments by signee:
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Date:WOzjl %/7

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20™ century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

E st
Kddl ess: /f / % |

Name:




Date:

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7 Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Tr afficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20% century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Address:

DS e
Tapeea [ GHbI

Additional comments by signee:
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Date:

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7% Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

W/@% W Deb MM%%A&%@@

Address:

105 SEI0M Mye |, Tabohd (< Walfly,

Additional comments by signee: ph (/\/\Jf/ 252»53@6{

Name:




Letter Supporting
the
Naming of the Nick Chiles Bridge

April 30, 2017

Topeka City Council
255 South East 7
Suite 255

Topeka, Kansas

Dear Topeka City Council:

In the late 1800’s and throughout the 1900’s the Black Press was a premier form of
communication for the Black community. In 1899, a new Topeka resident, Nick Chiles, found a
way to educate, inform and entertain the Black community through his newspaper, the
Plaindealer. Mr. Chiles was the owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas. His words brought information from state to state and was read by thousands. The
contents of his paper opened the eyes of the community to the soul of the nation.

Mr. Chiles was a serial entrepreneur. He owned several businesses between 112 and 118 SE
Seventh Street, including the Chiles Hotel.

, Glenda Washington, support the naming of the current bridge, under construction for the
Shunganunga Creek on South East 10", just West of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. | am requesting that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda on May
2,2017.




In Support of the Proposed Dedication of the
Nick Chiles Bridge
C. Patrick Woods
May 2, 2017

Mr. Mayor, Mr. Manager and members of the Governing Bodly,

thank you for the opportunity to address you this evening on this
Important topic.

My name is Patrick Woods and I'm here to declare my strong

support for the proposal to rename the bridge that takes S.E.

10th Street over Brunner Road the Nick Chiles Bridge, in honor

of the longtime publisher, entrepreneur and activist. As you

have no doubt heard, Mr. Chiles left a legacy unmatched by

many who have followed, though the works that constitute his
legacy have benefited all of us.

Mr. Chiles made his way to Kansas in 1886 from the former
confederate state of South Carolina. Tollowing many African
Americans who made their way west, seeking not only new
opportunities to realize their full citizenship, but also seeking
refuge from the discrimination and terrorism that had become
all-too-common 1in the deep south, Mr. Chiles found his home




right here in Topeka. His days in the capital city are
distinguished not only by the multiple successful businesses he
operated, which include: the Topeka Plaindealer, which was
the most widely circulated black periodical this side of the
Mississippi; a restaurant; a hotel; and a skating rink for black
Topekans. Rather, the true measure of Mr. Chiles's
distinguished citizenship becomes clear once we consider his
activism for the civil rights of black Americans. I don't have
time to fully and adequately discuss all the change that was
achieved due to Mr. Chiles's service -- and no doubt you will
have already read much of it in the written material submitted to
the body, but I will say that history has proven Mr. Chiles's
unylelding and self-sacrificing activism to have been effective in

achieving change that has proved to be not only meaningful, but
enduring,

Finally, the principal reason that I believe that this change should
be made is because of what it can do for our young people. In
my night life, I serve on our local school board. While I'm not
addressing you on behalf of the board, but solely as a Topekan,
I believe that it is critically important that we embrace efforts like
this one -- whereby correcting historical omissions and
completing our history, we make history more relevant to all of
our young people, who are just at the age where they are
beginning to form their world view. With this one, simple
change we can correct an omission in Topeka's history by




placing the name of Nick Chiles in the public view, and we can
equip our children with a more complete historical lens through
which they can view our shared past, interpret the events of the
present, and maybe (hopefully), even divine the future. You
could inspire the next Nick Chiles.

For these reasons I urge you to approve the measure before you
tonight. Thank you for your consideration of my comments and
thank you for your service to our city.




Date: Wa?z ACCT

Topeka City Council
215 S. E. 7™ Street
#255

Topeka, Kansas 66603

Dear Topeka City Council:

I support naming the current bridge under construction for the Shunganunga
Creek on South East 10™, just west of South East Branner Street Trafficway, the
Nick Chiles Bridge. This community effort led by Topekan Delbert Wilburn gives
recognition to one of Topeka’s most influential community leaders during the
early 20" century. As owner and editor of the Plaindealer newspaper in Topeka,
Kansas, Mr. Chiles maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for more than thirty years.

I ask that you place this matter on the Council’s Agenda for its May 2, 2017
meeting.

Sincerely,

Address:

;(47 S & QAMW
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Additional comments by signee:

Name:




AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL
AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.
KANSAS CHAPTER (KAAHGS)

May 1, 2017

Topeka City Council
255 SE 7" Street Suite 255
Topeka Kansas

Dear Topeka City Council:

Thank you for your consideration and support for naming the current bridge under
construction at the Shunganunga Creek on Southeast 10" Street & Branner, the Nick
Chiles Bridge. The extensive research of Nick Chiles by our member, Delbert Wilburn,
has been ongoing for some years now and has uncovered the richness of the heritage of
Mr. Chiles’ legacy. We recognize the leadership of Mr. Chiles within the Topeka
community and his appointment as part of Topeka’s rich history.

Not only was Mr. Chiles a well-respected editor and journalist in Topeka, but around the
country. His influence connected Topeka with well-known journalists across the nation.
He was influential and helpful to famous Topekans such as Carrie Nation. He owned and
maintained a hotel and newspaper business. As a businessman and owner/editor of the
Plaindealer in Topeka, he maintained the largest circulation of any African American
newspaper west of the Mississippi for over 30 years.

KAAHGS joins our member, Delbert Wilburn, in the effort to recognize the influence and
leadership of Mr. Nick Chiles. We ask that you vote to name the aforesaid bridge after
Mr. Chiles to forever acknowledge the success and leadership of an African American in
Topeka.

Kansas Chapter of the Afro-American Genealogical and Historical Society (KAAHGS)
look forward to your adoption of the name Nick Chiles Bridge, for the aforesaid bridge.

Thank you, Members:
Kathleen Brandt Jozie Echols
Ramona & Ramon Brice Mildred Edwards
Chapter President Sherri & Dwayne Camp Rah Gist
KAAHGS Michael Clark Jacqueline Lugrand
2601 Westport Dr. Charlene & Larry Coleman Khadijah Matin
Topeka, Kansas 66614 Shlrlfey Curtis Linda Brovyn Thompson
Juanita Cox Delbert Wilburn

info@kaahgs.org




